
January 2020 Newsletter

"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No
one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory
to your Father in heaven." Matthew 5:14-16

We receive no higher calling than our baptism...the rest of our lives are
spent figuring out how to live out that calling. In this series we will explore

what it means to live our lives faithfully at work, at home, at school,
wherever we are. This is our vocation; our ministry; our calling.

Pay attention: Your Life’s Calling!

Here's what you will find in this issue:
Link to January Calendar
Highlighted January Events
January scriptures
Pastor Owen's Note
Youth and Children News/Sunday School News



News from Church People or Committees
Birthdays and Anniversaries
December Worship attendance

January 2020 Calendar Link
and Highlighted Events

Google Calendar

Sunday School and Worship

Time Change!!
The church council has received a recommendation from the Christian Education and

Worship committees to move the starting time of Sunday School and Worship services.
Church council has approved this recommendation. 

Beginning Sunday, January 5, 2020
Sunday School will begin at 9:00 am

Worship will begin at 10:00 am.

Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
 

Please join the Puerto Rico mission team on January 12th, 2020

https://www.accdoc.org/calendar


after worship for a pancake and sausage breakfast for free will
offering.

The funds raised will be used to purchase building supplies to help
residents affected by the devastating hurricane that hit the island.
We have 13 participants going on the trip Feb 20-29, 2020. Those

going are Karla Rice, Rob Duffy, Clay Dean, Sandi Dean, Jerry
and Gladys Sawyer, Arnie and Matt Porath, Jennifer Koehler and

John Schneberger, Linda and Jerry Wolfe and Nayeli Harris.
 

We appreciate your support over the years!

Kalvig/Fett Wedding

Everyone is invited to the wedding celebration of Timothy and Kathryn on
Saturday, January 4th, 2020 at 3 pm at Ankeny Christian Church. Dinner and
dancing will be at Glen Oaks Country Club (1401 Glen Oaks Dr, West Des
Moines)

January Scriptures

January 5, 2020
Ephesians 3:1-12

“Gripped by the Gospel”

January 12, 2020
Isaiah 42:1-9

“Chosen to Change (the World)”

January 19, 2020
1 Corinthians 1:1-9

“Purposed with Passion”

January 26, 2020
Matthew 4:12-23
“Fishers of Folk”

Pastor Owen's Note
“[Vocation] refers to the call to be faithful in the immediate

context of one’s life, including one’s social station, one’s work,
one’s geography, and last but certainly not least, one’s

participation in the overall ministry of the church.”
Howard W. Stone & James O. Duke



How to Think Theologically

When we in the church think of calling, we typically think of
one of three things: picking up the phone, visiting people, or
becoming an ordained or commissioned minister. Add the
fancier sounding “Christian Vocation” (vocation from the
Latin for “calling”) and it makes the problem even worse.

However, everyone who follows Jesus is called. Everyone who
follows Jesus has a vocation! We all have a general vocation
that we received when we made our confession of faith and
were baptized. It is the vocation described above. Simply put:
vocation means to live faithfully as a disciple of Jesus no
matter where you are or what you are doing or who is around
you or what church you belong to! The follower of Jesus should
always be trying to answer the question, “How do I live
faithfully here and now?” Incidentally, this is an altogether
different question than “What would Jesus do?” Jesus had a
different vocation than you and I do (though admittedly,
asking WWJD may help us ponder the question of living
faithfully).

At the same time, vocation can also refer to a specific calling
or work that is not limited to ordained or commissioned
ministry. Someone can see their job or their career as a
vocation – from CFOs to cashiers, nurses to managers, and
dishwashers to dentists. Anyone can understand their work or
hobby or volunteerism to be a calling.

We receive no higher calling than our baptism…the rest of our
lives are spent figuring out how to live out that calling. In our
first worship series of 2020 we will explore this idea of
Christian vocation; what it means to live our lives faithfully at
work, at home, at school, wherever we are. This is our
vocation; our ministry; our calling. Pay attention: Your Life’s
Calling!

Shalom,
Pastor Owen

Youth and Children News/
Sunday School News

Sunday School News



Sunday School begins back up for the spring semester on Sunday, January
5th after a two-week break for the holidays!

Our preschoolers and elementary school grades will be going through their
rotations for the month of January focusing on the story of The Widow’s
Offering through a video lesson, science, drama, and a craft! What fun ways
to explore the story!
 
Our youth Sunday School classes continue to learn in fun and in community
with one another!

The 6-8 graders, in room 5 with Lori Krase-Cayton and Owen Cayton, will
continue their way through the re:form curriculum asking questions and
exploring answers about our faith and traditions.

The 9-12 graders are in room 1 with Susie Bentley and Jason-Paul
Channels. They continue to explore the Bible by looking at different
translations, why they matter, and how our Bibles are important to us.
 
Our adult class continues to be facilitated in the Fellowship Hall with Eleke
Upkabi. They explore passages within the Bible, talk about how they pertain
to the world around us, and discuss how these issues impact us as
Christians.
 

The CHAOS Continues in January!

Our 6th – 12th grade youth group or CHAOS (Christ Honoring and
Others Serving) meets from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. on Sunday evenings.
We will start 2020 off right with some great activities! Here’s what’s
on our agenda:
 
January 5– XP/CYF Night: On this night, we will check in, hear about
our breaks, and generally be cozy as we slowly start back into our
youth group routine.

January 12 - Interest Group: Church Care: This will be our first night
of implementing our interest groups! Youth and parents - take a look
at your email for more information. Please know that the timing
surrounding this evening may be different than normal youth group
time!

January 19 & 26 - Youth Sunday Preparation: We will begin our
preparations for Youth Sunday on February 9th on these evenings.
Come with your brains ready and an idea of what you’d like to do for
this wonderful Sunday!
 
It is going to be a fantastic and fun month for our chaotic youth! Hope
to see you or your youth at one of these great Sundays in January!

Mid Week Mayhem in January!



Mid Week Mayhem (Grades K-5) will continue in the month of
January with some fellowship and fun! We normally meet in the gym
from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays.
Here’s our schedule:
 
January 8 - Second Wednesday: Hello, 2020! - We will start our
year off right with some food and games celebrating the new
decade!

January 15 - How Was Your Break? - On this evening we’ll spend
some time filling each other in with how our breaks were through
games and other fun ways!

January 22 - The Widow’s Offering - We’ll spend a bit more time this
Wednesday on our lesson that we’re learning in Sunday School.

January 29 - Game Night! - Just as it sounds! It’ll be a fun time!

We are looking forward to another great semester of Mayhem in the
middle of the week! Hope to see you or your child there!

All Church Family Night: Hello, 2020!

We will begin our year off right with a New Years Celebration on
Wednesday, January 8th from 6:15 – 7:30 p.m. in the Community Life
Center.

We will begin with a meal together we will then spend some time
reflecting on what we're excited about in this new decade with something
interactive and celebrating in a fun way! One side of the CLC will be
open for those who prefer a bit more activity!
 
As a reminder – this is for our entire church family! All are welcome to
these second Wednesday events!
 
We hope that you can join us for this fun evening as we party in the 2020
year!

News From Church People
or Committees

At Ankeny Christian Church the calendar year is our fiscal year
and time for a change in church leadership. That said, 2019 has



been an exciting year to be involved in leadership. I feel that
we’ve made progress on a number of projects as well as presented
many opportunities to our members. I’d like to thank all those
committee chairs and committee members for their countless
hours given to maintain and improve ACC. We are truly a
congregation of volunteers. We are positive people doing God’s
work!

While there will be some changes with people rotating off
committees, as well as new officers being in place, we have a good,
solid, foundation of experienced leaders taking over in 2020. Our
transition into 2020 will be seamless. We are not burdened with
Elder’s and Deacon’s. This is intentional on the part of our
congregation when we first started. That means we must
constantly step up as members to serve. Your volunteering and
involvement are necessary for us to continue to improve.

One of our major events we participated in this year was the
Disciples General Assembly in July. Our congregation stepped up
in a number of ways and had major impact on the Assemblies
success. We had members who served as chairs of committees,
volunteered for multiple tasks during assembly, opened their
homes to allow attendees to quarter, provided transportation, and
sponsored worship and a picnic. This truly was an example of how
our members get involved beyond our day in and day out
obligations. Our congregation was also recognized as having the
highest per capita paid registrations of any church in our region
(Christian Church in the Upper Midwest).

Our attendance and leadership at the Christian Conference Center
continues to grow. Whether camp directors, leaders, attendees or
whatever the job needs we respond. We are also heavily involved
in assisting with building/facility needs at CCC. Whether
constructing a deck, sewing curtains, or finishing flooring, Ankeny
Christian is there.

In December we were provided the results of the CAT
(congregation assessment tool). Our congregation had an
outstanding response and participation in completing the survey.
In the upcoming months, we will analyze those results to help us
be a better congregation.
We truly are “church family.”

Arnie

Quilt Ministry
 Two twin size quilts and a baby

quilt were completed in
December and dropped off to

go to the Refugee Resettlement
Program. The Homeless



Shelter will receive three twin
size quilts and two bed pillows.

Executive Council Announces
Sabbatical Leave for Pastor

The Executive Council, along with the Pastoral Relations Committee, has
approved a Sabbatical Leave for Pastor Owen to occur June 15 –
September 15, 2020. Sabbatical Leave is a carefully planned period of time
in which Owen is granted leave away from his normal responsibilities in
order to spend an extended time in rest, renewal and refreshment. It is a
time to receive spiritual nourishment, a change of perspective, and deepen
Owen’s relationship to God, himself and his family. Unlike a vacation, or
continuing education, a Sabbatical honors the gift God has given all of us to
practice the Spiritual discipline of Sabbath Keeping. The Sabbatical leave
will also offer the congregation an opportunity to reflect and focus on its
primary mission and ministry as we discern soulfully our way forward as
Positive People doing God’s work. In the months ahead further details and
information regarding Owen’s opportunity for Renewal will be given
through the monthly Newsletter and bulletin announcements.  

Birthdays in January
3 Brian Ostrem
  6 Kara Duffy
  7 Susie Bentley
  9 Sue Jansen
14 Shelby Skinner
16 Marshall Moellers
    Madi Narwold
17 Ken Johnson
20 Sydney Neitzel
21 Georgene Raver
23 Trinity Smith
24 Norm Honderd
26 Kathyrn Fett
27 Fran Honderd
    Emma Wehofer
30 Clint Fischer
31 Lori Leach

January Anniversaries



 4th Joshua & Crystal
Ross

Worship Attendance

November 24
129

December 1
112

December 8
135

December 15
139

December 22
108

Pastor Owen Cayton, Senior Minister
Pastor Alison Nicoll, Youth and Family Minister

Melissa Webb, Office Manager
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