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April 2020 Calendar Link

Google Calendar

https://www.accdoc.org/calendar


Event Updates and Changes
(This is the same list that was emailed on Wednesday.)

Choir and Tone Chimes are postponed until further notice.
Wednesday evening Bible Study will meet online April 1st and 8th at
6:30pm.
Youth Lock In will be changed to a Netflix Party at 8 pm on March
27th.
The electronic newsletter will be sent on March 27th. All mailed
newsletters will be sent on March 28th.
Women's group social for March 28th will be postponed with date
TBD
Sunday School will be postponed, with lessons being sent for K-5th
graders in the Monday Mayhem e-newsletter.
Midweek Mayhem activities will be sent out in the Monday Mayhem
e-newsletter. There may be other virtual opportunities.
Pastor's Class and Lock in will be postponed with dates TBD.
CHAOS will have virtual meetings at 6:30 pm on Sunday evenings.
Joppa Clean Up day is cancelled.
There will be an Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt to replace the Easter Egg
Hunt scheduled for April 11th. More details to come.
Youth Fundraiser Meal will be postponed with date TBD
Good Friday Service will be online on April 10th with time TBD

We hope this brings some organization and clarification to the many social
events Ankeny Christian Church still has taking place within our church
community. We will continue to keep you updated as necessary.

Worship

Worship will continue to be live streamed on Sunday
morning at 10 a.m. You can either use the Facebook
Link or the YouTube Link to see the live feed, or even
worship a little later if you need to. Use the buttons
below to choose which link fits you best.

Facebook Link YouTube Link

Also, since this is a new thing to our church and we are
trying to work out glitches and determine how best to

https://www.facebook.com/ankenychristianchurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSu9ZI9fVS7wTTAkvFnBqIQ


proceed in the future, please take a moment or two to
fill out this brief survey (less than 5 minutes). Thank
you in advance!

Survey

Appointments
with the Pastors

Pastor Alison and Pastor Owen are both available
during this time for conversations over the phone and
over Zoom. If you need to talk, or just need to see a
friendly face, or whatever, you are welcome to
schedule a time with either of us! Both of us have set
up online schedulers for making appointments.
Please use the buttons below to schedule an
appointment. We will get notifications when you
book an appointment, and the appointment will be
automatically entered into our calendar. If you are not
available during the times that we have available (or
need to access us another way), please don’t hesitate
to call or email us and we can arrange something. By
the way, we miss seeing you all too!

Alison's Schedule

Owen's Schedule

Pastor Owen's Note
The moment I knew the world had changed was when I heard the
breaking news that the NCAA tournament had decided to have
their basketball games without fans. Prior to that moment, I was
simply thinking about how to instruct greeters to eliminate
physical contact and how to have communion with as little contact

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5LNKWSF
https://alisonnicoll.youcanbook.me
https://owencayton.youcanbook.me


as possible so that we could get through this COVID-
19/Coronavirus scare safely and come out on the other
side healthy. I am not a particularly panicky person, but it was that
moment that made me think, “Maybe I am taking this a little to
nonchalantly.” Since then, of course, the tournament was cancelled
completely, followed by the NBA, MLS, and MLB either cancelling
or postponing their seasons. 
To be sure, this is not the first time the world has changed. Indeed,
the world is always changing. What I mean, however, is that this is
not the first time the world has changed dramatically in a very
short period, even in our lifetimes! Fortunately, our forebears in
the faith experienced world changing events as well, and left us
stories to help us not only get through world changing moments,
but even thrive, and live our faith so that others can see. We have
stories of liberation from bondage, faithfulness in exile, steadfast
love, healing, and even life from death. Underpinning all of those
stories is the thread of God’s faithfulness even in moments where
the ground seems to fall out from under us. 

This moment is replete with uncertainty and anxiety. It is filled
with grief and loss. Many people’s plans have simply unraveled.
Things that they had been preparing for cancelled. Paychecks and
tips, for many, that were expected long term have now evaporated
because work simply disappeared, yet the bills that they were
expected to meet are still coming due. People who bear risk in
their normal, daily work are now expected to bear more risk, and
even some who would not consider their jobs to be risky, now must
take precautions against contracting or passing the virus because
of the risk it poses to them and to others. Those who rely on
regular proximity and physical contact with others for their own
health and well being are now experiencing more isolation,
loneliness, and frustration. And we are all having to find ways of
doing things differently, even beyond living in a world where we
seem to have to ration sheets of toilet paper and squirts of hand
sanitizer!

Yet, even in this moment, we are called to faithfulness. There are
many ways that we have been forced into sabbath practices: forced
to slow down, forced to spend more time with our families, and
forced to rest as our pace has slowed. While many of us are
working harder as we shift the way we do things and rethink how
to be productive, we also run out of things that can be done
and have to cease our work. Maybe, just maybe we will find ways
to come out of this better than we went in…maybe, just maybe we
will experience this time as a time of renewal. I have seen it. I have
seen it in the number of people in my neighborhood out for family
walks. I almost always see a walker or two, but never as many as
now, it seems. I hear of people taking this opportunity to do things
they haven’t done in a while and finding creative ways to connect



with others: playing boardgames together, relearning guitar,
watching Netflix together, working puzzles together, social-
distancing-backyard-across-the-fence picnics, visiting family
members in care facilities through the window on cell phones,
quilting, woodworking, and so many others. I have also observed
the ways people have come together to help neighbors – and have
personally been the recipient of such help (thanks, Randy, for the
pull-ups for Elian, we were almost out!): companies shifting their
production from making non-necessary (okay, some might argue
that point) items to making hand sanitizer or ventilators,
individuals making masks for healthcare workers and others who
must continue to work and to bear greater than normal risk.
Faithfulness abounds, even in this moment of anxiety and
uncertainty.
 
We will get through this. We will get back to normal, though
maybe it will not be the same. I am sure that some of the new ways
we are doing things will stick long after we are back out of our
houses. In the meantime, we will still have worship on Sunday
morning, we will still pray, we will still find creative ways to be
faithful and generous, and in all of this God will find ways to renew
us, reshape us, and make us whole. 
Shalom,
Pastor Owen

Youth and Children/
Sunday School News

from Pastor Alison

Sunday School News

Sunday School is temporarily postponed until we are able to gather in our
physical space safely. Lessons for K-5th grade are being sent in the Monday
Mayhem E-newsletter.

Questions? Email Pastor Alison at alisonaccdoc@gmail.com or
Christian Ed Chair Deanna Clingan-Fischer at skifischer4@msn.com.
 

The CHAOS Ensues in April 
Things look a bit different this month as we’ll be
meeting online for at least a couple of weeks, but
here’s what you can expect for this month!

April 5: Online Check-In and Scavenger Hunt



April 12: No CHAOS (Easter Sunday)
April 19 (tentatively back at the church): Community Night
April 26: Final XP/CYF Night
May 3: End of the Year Party! 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Please note that the weeks we are online we will
meet for around an hour - or more if it feels right! 

Hope you can join us for this month of craziness!

Mid-Week Mayhem News
This month continues with Mayhem in the middle of the week
for our K-5th Graders! It will look a bit different since we’re
not meeting face-to-face for a couple of weeks, but here’s
what to expect this month:

April 1 - Finger Labyrinths - Check your email for an activity
to do together!
April 8 - Second Wednesday: Simple Supper and Interactive
Prayer: Go ahead and have a meal together and I (Alison) will
send out different prayers to do together as a family via
email.
April 15 (tentatively back at church) - Photo Scavenger Hunt!
April 22 - Prodigal’s Son
April 29 - Game Night!

We hope you can join us!

Online Giving

The church continues to operate even in these

difficult times. If you would like to continue

(or begin) to contribute to the work of the

church financially, you can mail in a check to

2506 SW 3 rd ST, Ankeny, IA 50023. Or, you

can give online by clicking the button below.

There you can set up one-time or recurring

donations. 



Online Giving

Easter Offering in April
Reaching beyond the boundaries of ACC, we are
participating in the global ministry of The Disciples of
Christ during this Easter Season. It is ironic that the global
world is facing a crisis of unknown boundaries at the same
time we are reminded that “This is the day that the Lord has
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it”.

Through the general ministries of our Church, lives are
changed and our world is transformed. There will be change
and God will see us through. Will you rejoice and give to
this special offering?

Stay well, be careful and remember the challenge of the
season – Rejoice.

Missions Committee

Birthdays in April
1 Makenna Schroeder

 2 Lucie Bentley
 3 Angie Olson

  8 Kiersten Mann
   8 Tom Murphy
  9 Mike Hunter

10 Hannah Wehofer
   10 Ashley Gessner

12 Jerry Van Den Berg
13 Eleke Ukpabi

16 Teagan Bentley
17 Emma St. Clair
19 Sherry Johnson

https://accdoc.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/GeneralCollection


21 Bob Buckroyd
    21 Marjeane Hunter

22 Jade Dean
23 Abby Murphy
24 Curt Narwold
25 Pat Warner

26 Vinne Widaman

Pastor Owen Cayton, Senior Minister
Pastor Alison Nicoll, Associate Minister

Melissa Webb, Office Manager

2506 SW 3rd Street, Ankeny, IA 50023 515-964-1083

Visit our website Email

http://www.accdoc.org
mailto:ankenyccdoc@gmail.com

