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Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the
clay,

and you are our potter; we are all the work of
your hand. (Isaiah 64:8)

Here's what you will find in this issue:
Link to Calendar
Highlighted Events
Kudos from the Council
Scriptures
Pastor Owen's Note
Youth and Children/Sunday School News from Pastor Alison
Committee Updates



Birthdays and Anniversaries
Worship attendance

March 2020 Calendar Link
and Highlighted Events

Google Calendar

Can you be enthusiastic, welcoming, and engaging with people you
don’t know? 

Are you comfortable helping people find their way around the
building? 

Are you excited to share the things we are doing as a church? 

If so you would be perfect for the role of Welcome Center
Guide. Role is from 9:20-10:05 and for 15 minutes after
service. Training is provided. If interested in serving at the
Welcome Center please contact J-P Channels or Lisa Duffy.

 

ACC Women's Group:
Coffee and Conversation

Join us at the church at 10:00 a.m.
on March 28th for coffee, tea or
hot cocoa, and treats. We will each
make a personalized coffee mug and
share conversations as we get to
know each other better.  

Hosted by Karen Rawson and Karla
Rice.

Please RSVP to Karen at 
515-745-

https://www.accdoc.org/calendar


6303 or krawson@mchsi.com. 

Youth Fundraiser
CHAOS will present “Dinner
and a Show” on Sunday, April
5th at 6:00 PM in the fellowship
hall. A spaghetti dinner will be
served and the youth will
provide an evening of
entertainment. 
  Tickets will be sold during the
month of March before and

after church at the welcome center. Tickets are
$10 for adults. Children’s tickets are available
for a freewill offering. Please mark your
calendars and plan to attend “Dinner and a
Show” to support our youth!

KUDOS from the
January Council Meeting

Youth for organizing “Meals” program and parents that hosted
2019 Church Council for service to congregation
David Rawson, Pat Morton, and Becca Dean for participating in
vocation interviews for sermon series
Matt and Emily Porath, Karen and Chuck Fausch, Eleke and Latisha
Ukpabi, Georgene Raver, Lori Krase-Cayton and Pastor Alison for
helping with wedding at church on January 4th
Matt, Emily, Grace, Cameron and Caleb Porath for picking up the
Peace Flame for Christmas Eve service
Cindy Holub, Georgene Raver, and Bob Brown for working both
services on Christmas Eve to lead music
Ann Fausch for playing French horn during 11:00 service on
Christmas Eve
Matt Porath for quick repair on light fixture being repaired in child
care center

March Scriptures

mailto:krawson@mchsi.com


SUNDAY, MARCH 1
First Sunday of Lent

Romans 5:12-19
“The Reshaping Grace of Redemption”

SUNDAY, MARCH 8
Second Sunday of Lent

Genesis 12:1-4
“The Reshaping Call of Blessing

SUNDAY, MARCH 15
Third Sunday of Lent

John 4:5-42
“The Reshaping Dance of Hospitality”

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Fourth Sunday of Lent

Ephesians 5:8-14
“The Reshaping Light that Shines Though Us”

SUNDAY, MARCH 29
Fifth Sunday of Lent

John 11:1-45
“The Reshaping Power of Hope”

SUNDAY, APRIL 5
Palm and Passion Sunday

Selections from Matthew 26:14-27:66
“The Reshaping Faithfulness of God”

Pastor Owen's Note
Have you ever watched a potter work on a pottery wheel? I always find it
fascinating the way the hands, water, clay, tools and the spinning of the
wheel come together along with the mind and skill of the potter to make
something beautiful from the lump of clay. Moreover, watching the potter
work with the clay is, well, it’s entertaining, surprising and engaging.

What starts out as a lump that gets centered on the wheel becomes
something different. Just when I think I see it becoming something
recognizable, a pot or a vase, the potter will do something different, will
push or pull in a new direction and it becomes a pitcher. The potter will
push down and the clay changes shape again and flattens into a plate.
Indeed, during the whole process the clay may take on multiple shapes
before the potter, the artist gets it finished.

The theme we will be working with through all of Lent is “In the Potter’s
Hands”. I am reminded that I am always a work in progress. Who I am



now is not exactly who I was 5, 10, or 20 years ago. Nor am I who I will
be 5, 10 or 20 years from now. I am constantly being shaped, molded,
and transformed, much like the clay on the potter’s wheel. I guess that is
why it is such a compelling image.

Lent is for us that time of reshaping. It provides us as a community of
faith the opportunity to focus on our journey of faith, to examine
ourselves and see how we are being shaped as faithful people. It is a time
of reflection and self-examination that seeks to take on the mind of
Christ, not our own mind, but to work to become the people that God
wants us to be.

Sometimes we want to be more than clay, to resist the shaping hands of
God and to push out at edges that we want pushed. The challenge is often
learning to get out of the way so that God can do through us the amazing
work that God can do!

Further, we remember the words of the Apostle Paul to the Corinthian
church, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency
of the power may be of God, and not of us.” That is the treasure we carry,
hold and share – the gospel – is held within us, earthen vessels, jars of
clay: wonderful, beautiful, imperfect, unique people always in some
sense bound between heaven and earth.

We get it right! We get it wrong. But it is by God’s grace that we get it at
all. It is by God’s grace that we hold such a precious treasure. And it is
by God’s grace that no matter what we do, the shaping hands of God can
bring to life something so beautiful out of a lump of clay.

Shalom,
Pastor Owen

Youth and Children/
Sunday School News

from Pastor Alison

Sunday School News

Sunday School will continue as normal through the month of March, with
a bit of a different schedule!! Sunday School will not be held on the 15th
and the 22nd due to Spring Break!

Our Pre-K through 5th graders will continue their Sparkhouse rotations
during the month of March with the story of Mary and Martha! They will
be exploring this story through a video, science experiments, drama, and
crafts.



Our 6th - 8th Grade class will continue asking important questions about
their faith in tandem with the re:Form curriculum, taught by Lori Krase-
Cayton and Owen Cayton.

Our 9th - 12th Grade class continues to explore the holy season of Lent
with Susie Bentley and Jason-Paul Channels.

Our adult class will continue to meet with Eleke Upkabi in the Fellowship
Hall.

Questions? Email Pastor Alison at alisonaccdoc@gmail.com or
Christian Ed Chair Deanna Clingan-Fischer at skifischer4@msn.com.
 

CHAOS in March
CHAOS will continue to meet in the month of March, but the
schedule will be a little bit different due to Spring Break. Here is
what we will be doing this month:

March 1 – Interest Group: Prayer Stations
March 8 – Chi-Rho/CYF Night
March 15 – No CHAOS: Spring Break
March 22 - No CHAOS: Spring Break
March 29 – DQ NIGHT!

We only meet for a couple of weeks this month, but those weeks
will be full of fun and friendship!

Questions? Email me at alisonaccdoc@gmail.com.

Mid-Week Mayhem

The Mayhem will continue in the month of March! We will
mainly be focusing on different Lenten practices to help us
notice God more in our lives. The schedule is a little different
this month due to Spring Break. Here is what it will look like:

March 4 - Lent Practice: Different Ways to Pray
March 11 - Second Wednesday: Think Spring!
March 18 - No Mid-Week: Spring Break!
March 25 - Lent Practice: Mandalas

We are looking forward to another great month of Mayhem in
the middle of the week! Please email me with any questions
you may have.

Second Wednesday: Think Spring!



Our Second Wednesday event will be held on Wednesday, March 11th as
we get together and Think Spring! We’ll begin our evening with a meal,
followed by an activity or two that revolves around the season of newness
and growing! One side of the gym will also be open to those who would like
more movement. We may even talk about our plans for Spring Break!

As a reminder, this event is for the whole church. Come and bring a friend!
Hope to see you there!

Committee Updates
Renewal for our Pastor

Surely we have all heard the refrain from
the beautiful song in Psalm 46:10, “Be still
and know that I am God.” But are we still?
Do we take the time to slow down, be
quiet, rested, inactive, and open to God’s
presence? Unfortunately, many of us are
like the stones we’d skip across a pond as
children. We keep moving as fast as we
can for fear we might sink. We are skipping
along on the surface while barely touching

the water beneath us. But in reality God did not make us to be
constantly moving rapidly and relentlessly from one day to the
next toward one event after another. As David in his renown 23rd
Psalm sings, “He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads
me beside still waters. He restores my soul.” (Psalm 23:2-3) That
is why God created the Sabbath and charges us to keep it Holy.
This summer Pastor Owen will be embarking on a Sabbatical. He
will be stepping away from his normal, never-ending
responsibility of being the “shepherd” of our church and
intentionally go away to a quiet place for rest and revitalization. It
is a deeply spiritual practice that offers him renewal of his body,
mind, and spirit. Because we love him, we as a congregation
encourage him to accept what God has already offered as a gift;
the leave taking experience of “restoring ones soul.” In the
months ahead the Church Council and Pastoral Relations
Committee will be sharing the plan of action for our congregation
while Owen is away. But right now it is important that we all pray
for a fruitful, healing, renewing time of “being still and knowing
God” as Owen’s Sabbatical emerges. Likewise, if you have any
questions regarding the forthcoming Sabbatical, please refer them
to the Pastoral Relations Committee.



ANKENY LOVE LUNCHES for
2020

Special offering for the month of
March

Yes, as you read this we are (according to the
calendar) still experiencing winter, but spring is close by. Even with that, we want
to get an early start and ask that you ‘think summer’. The Ankeny Love Lunch
program will be available to the residents of Ankeny again this summer. Exact
dates are yet to be announced, but the time period will be roughly early June
through the third week of August. Though the final details are still being worked
on, program leaders estimate the need will equal or exceed what was experienced
last summer. In total, the Ankeny Love Lunches program served just under 7,000
meals last summer. Serving that amount of food creates some hefty grocery bills.

Here at Ankeny Christian Church, we want to get an early start on making
aneffort to insure we do our part in providing funds to get the program up and
running for 2020. No, we are not doing this alone as other churches within
Ankeny will also be contributing funds as well as helping to prepare and serve the
meals. Our special offering emphasis will continue through the month of March
and will go directly to Ankeny Love Lunches. Please be as generous as you can in
supporting this important community program. Later this spring, there will be an
opportunity to sign up to help during some of the days ACC will be involved with
the actual preparation, serving and clean-up of the lunches. Thank you.

ACC Missions Committee

Birthdays in March
2 Darin Leach

   2 Betty Grimes
 4 Morgan Leach
 5 Max Marshall
 9 Ben Chatman
    9 Mary Hanley
  9 Jerry Sawyer

10 Brinson Kalvig
15 Megan Narwold
16 Judy Johnson
21 Hazel Magner

22 Crystle Brandenburg
   22 Jennifer Koehler

26 Matt Porath
   26 Mac Fett



    26 Sully Fett
28 Wesley Brandenburg

    28 Randy Hart
   28 Joanie Wehofer
29 Beverly Morgan

March Anniversaries

 5 Sam & Frances
Johnson
28 Bob & Shanon
Buckroyd
29 Randy & Suzette
Hart

Worship Attendance

February 2, 2020
125

February 9, 2020
129

February 16, 2020
136

February 23, 2020
119

Pastor Owen Cayton, Senior Minister
Pastor Alison Nicoll, Associate Minister

Melissa Webb, Office Manager

2506 SW 3rd Street, Ankeny, IA 50023 515-964-1083
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