
February 2020
Newsletter

Here's what you will find in this issue:
Link to Calendar
Highlighted Events
Scriptures
Pastor Owen's Note
Youth and Children/Sunday School News from Pastor Alison
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Worship attendance

February 2020 Calendar Link
and Highlighted Events

Google Calendar

https://www.accdoc.org/calendar


Junior Retreat at the Christian
Conference Center
 
This month, all 3rd - 5th graders are invited to the Christian Conference
Center in Newton for a weekend to dive into what it means to Love God
and Love People!
 
The retreats will begin around 7:00 p.m. Friday, February 7th and will end
Sunday, February 9th around 11:00 a.m. The cost of the retreat is $40.
Scholarships are available on an as-needed basis. If your child is interested,
please let me know and I will provide you with the registration link, or
you're welcome to visit the Christian Conference Center’s website
(www.uppermidwestcc.org) to register. This is a great way to get a taste
of what camp is like and a wonderful opportunity to see friends from camp! 
 
As you are receiving this newsletter (Friday, January 31st) is the last day
to register for this fantastic weekend! Please let me know as soon as
possible if your 3rd-5th grader would like to go, or go ahead and register on
the CCC’s website. 
 
I hope you can make it for a weekend of fun and time with God on Holy
Ground!

Youth Sunday:
Challenged by Change
 
On Sunday, February 9th the youth of our congregation
will be leading worship by exploring what it means to be
Challenged by Change - the ways that we face change,
how we lean into it, and how we use our faith to aid us as
we go. 
This Sunday will be led by the youth completely - from
music to scripture, prayers and message. The youth have
been hard at work these past weeks planning and
organizing and preparing for this service. We hope you can
make it to worship on Sunday, February 9th as the youth
lead us with all of their many talents in worship at 10:00
a.m. See you then! 
 
 

http://www.uppermidwestcc.org


Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Starts Wednesday, February 12 at 6:40

6 week study (will not meet on Ash Wednesday and Spring
Break)

Wednesday Morning Lent Bible
Study

Starts Ash Wednesday at 10
a.m.

For Lent this year the Wednesday Morning group will be
studying a book entitled, "Footnotes". This four week study
will look at people who have had a small mention in the

Bible yet they have lessons to teach us about our faith journey. The study will
begin on Ash Wednesday, February 26 from 10:00 to 11:30.  
Please let Karen Fausch or Pat Sommerfeld know by February 16th if you wish to
have a book ordered. 

Ash Wednesday Soup
Supper and Service

February 26, 2020

Supper at 6:00 PM

Service at 7:00 PM

Sign up for Supper will be at the

information booth.



February Scriptures

February 2, 2020
Last in the series: Your Life's Calling
"Flavor to Savor and Light to Shine!"

Matthew 5:13-20

February 9, 2020
Youth Sunday
"Challenged by Change"

Philippians 4:6-8
Isaiah 41:8-10
Romans 12:1-2

February 16, 2020
All Music Sunday

Psalm 119:1-16

February 23, 2020
"A View from the Top"

Psalm 99

February 26, 2020
Ash Wednesday

New Series: In the Potter's Hands
"Clay and Ashes"

2 Corinthians 4:1-7

Pastor Owen's Note
This year at Ministers Institute, from which Pastor Alison and I
just returned, we explored the complexities of human
relationships and systems of power particularly through the lens of
race. The theme was “Boots on the Ground, Eyes to the Heavens:
Dismantling White Supremacy in Our Church.” Of course, I am
still processing the experience, but I wanted to share with you a
couple of my own experiences: one from the last couple days and
one from my past.

On Tuesday I attended a workshop on the Doctrine of Discovery
and it’s ongoing effects in our nation. During the workshop Elder
Elona Street-Stewart, an Elder in the Presbyterian Church and a
member of the Dakota tribe, named a study which revealed that in



the years following Christopher Columbus’ arrival in North
America between 85 and 90% of the indigenous population had
been killed (that is 50-55 million people). When she said those
words, the room met the revelation with silence…not the kind of
stunned silence that one might expect, it was more of a silence like
she had said “McDonalds serves hamburgers”; a no-response kind
of silence from the all-white group who was in attendance. She
repeated herself (I think to make sure we had heard what she
said). Still, there was no response.

We should have said something, reacted in some way…even if it
was disbelief. Even if it was a “No way! That number is so
impossibly high that there is no way it could be true,” reaction, that
would have given some indication that we had recognized the
gravity of the words that had come from her lips.

I apologized to her later for my own lack of response.

When I was ordained as a minister in 2001, several of my extended
family came to be a part of that celebration. After the service and
reception and well wishes were done, the members of my family
and I went to my favorite restaurant in Indianapolis: The Ginza
Japanese Restaurant and Sushi bar. When I was 13 I went to
Japan and have loved Japanese food ever since…plus the hibachi
style cooking is always fun! My great uncle, sat silently through
the meal, which I didn’t take too much notice of as he is not
particularly boisterous. However, my mother told me later that he
shared with others in the family he was angry that we were eating
in a Japanese restaurant. When I asked “Why?” She shared with
me it was because of his feelings about the Japanese stemming
from the surprise attack on the US in 1941.

Emotions and histories and systems of power and human
relationship are all very complex things. Indeed, the complexities
are often overwhelming and so many of us, who have the privilege
of being able to avoid such things, tend to ignore the issues
surrounding these things. As human beings made in the image
and likeness of God we are in relationship with others who are also
made in the image and likeness of God. When that image is
diminished in our siblings, it is also diminished in us. We cannot
ignore these uncomfortable and overwhelming things. We must
explore them together seeking reconciliation and life.

Shalom,
Pastor Owen

Youth and Children/
Sunday School News



from Pastor Alison

Sunday School News 

February is almost here, and with it comes a great month of
learning from our littles all of the way up to our adults! Here’s what
we will be doing this month. 
 
Our preschoolers and elementary school grades will begin a new
rotation of learning about the story of Jesus and John the Baptist.
The Preschool class will continue to meet in Room 6, K - 2nd
graders will continue to meet in Room 2, and 3rd - 5th graders will
meet in Room 3. 

Our youth Sunday School classes continue to learn in fun and in
community with one another! 
 
The 6-8 graders are in room 5 with Lori Krase-Cayton and Owen
Cayton. They are focusing on a curriculum called re:form. This
fantastic curriculum asks hard questions about our faith and
explains many sides of issues. This curriculum promotes good
discussion in the class and keeps their brains thinking about the
many issues of Christianity. 
The 9-12 graders are in room 4 with Susie Bentley and Jason-
Paul Channels. They are beginning their study of the synoptic
gospels - those books that didn’t make it into the Bible and why
that might be. 

Our adult class will continue to meet in the fellowship hall
facilitated by Eleke Ukpabi. 
 
Interested in any of these classes? Our Sunday School hour is
from 9:00 - 9:45 a.m. before worship. We hope you can join us! 
 
Questions? Email me at alisonaccdoc@gmail.com or call me at
church.
 

 

CHAOS in the Month of February!
 
The CHAOS continues this February with Youth Sunday
and other great events! 
Here’s what the rest of our month will look like during
normal CHAOS time:



 
February 2 - 11:15-1 p.m. Youth Sunday Preparations
(Please note the time change!)

Saturday, February 8 - 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. - Youth Sunday
Rehearsal

February 9 - Youth Sunday! No regular CHAOS in the
evening

February 16 - XP/CYF Night

February 23 - Interest Group Night: Green Chalice
 
Looking forward to another month of CHAOS!
 

The Mayhem Continues in the Month of
February! 
 
This month we will be having some great and
meaningful fun for our Wednesday’s Mid Week
Mayhem activities! Here’s what we’re doing:
 
February 5 - Jesus and John the Baptist
February 12 - Love, Love, Love!
February 19 - What is Lent?
February 25 - Ash Wednesday (No MWM, but please
join us for the service!)
 
We hope you can join us for some fun in the middle
of the week this month!

Birthdays in February
2 Gary Black
5 Kayla Leach
4 Brian Jass
7 Jennifer Hauschildt
7 Thomas Cox
9 Cameron Porath
11 Odin Helmke
13 Alex Serrano
17 Dennis Peterson
17 Arnie Porath
20 Dan Fliger
20 Jonathan Rawson



28 Alena Dean

February Anniversaries

 11th Jackie and Gary
Black

Worship Attendance

December 29
94

January 5
107

January 12
116

January 19
85

January 26
114
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