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Theme: Covenant and Community
July 5:

Heart to Heart
Jeremiah 31:31-36

July 12:
We Belong to Each Other

1 Corinthians 10:16-33

Theme: This is Our Prayer
July 15 and 19:

Longing Together
Selections from Esther 4

July 22 and 26:
Longing to Be Heard

Selections from Jonah 4

July 29 and August 2:
Longing for Renewal

Luke 5:12-16, and Isaiah 40:1-5, 28-31

August 5 and 9:
Longing for Change

Numbers 27:1-11

August 12 and 16:
Longing to Celebrate

Philippians 1:3-11



Sunday Service
and Fellowship Time

Worship services will continue to be live streamed on
Sunday morning at 10 a.m. at this time. You can either
use the Facebook Link or the YouTube Link to see the
live feed, or even worship a little later if you need to.
Use the buttons below to choose which link fits your
needs best.  

Facebook Link YouTube Link

Join us for Fellowship Time
after Worship through Zoom

Zoom Link

In Person Worship

Wednesday, July 15th at 7:30 p.m.

On Wednesday, July 15 at 7:30 p.m. we will have our first in-
person worship at the church since the COVID-19 pandemic
began. This service is being held in the evening to take
advantage of cooler temperatures and shade, and will take the
shape of a church camp vespers type of service: scripture, brief
message, communion, prayers, and singing. It will be held on
the lawn at Ankeny Christian Church. The service itself will last
approximately 30 minutes and, because we will be doing a little
singing, we will be observing extended physical distancing (16
feet, rather than the 6 feet normally required). Please bring
your lawn chairs or blanket or beach towel to sit on, as well as
your own communion elements to share with your immediate
family. Pieces of this worship service will be recorded to use
during the live stream of worship on the following Sunday.
More information will follow via email and Facebook. If there
is inclement weather, we will hold worship the following day
(July 16) at the same time (7:30 p.m.). We will also be sending
out a questionnaire to determine how many families and
individuals we should expect, so that we can identify locations
for people to sit. We recognize that people do not all have the

https://www.facebook.com/ankenychristianchurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSu9ZI9fVS7wTTAkvFnBqIQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89525590864?pwd=Z1p5Mkl2YUliWEo2eFQzbjhzblhDQT09


same comfort level with returning to group gatherings. We will
continue to live stream worship on Facebook and YouTube live
on Sunday mornings so that everyone can participate in
worship in the way that fits them best.

July 2020 Calendar Link

Google Calendar

Pastor Owen's Note
“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do

not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence,
but through love become slaves to one another.”

-Galatians 5:13
Happy Independence Day!

Our celebrations of this day might be a little muted this year,
but I do hope you find some way to celebrate. Personally, I am
ready for some grilled burgers…though if I recall my
commercials correctly, circa 1978, hamburgers aren’t quite the
American food hot dogs are (sing along now: baseball, hot
dogs, apple pie, and Chevrolet). The point is, I sense some
manner of grilled meat in my future.

It is good to celebrate our freedom. At the same time, I am
reminded by a friend of mine who wrote, “The 4th of July is not
about some victory we claimed so long ago. It is about a vision
for a nation that we are still working toward. We still have a
long way to go.” The vision of freedom is one that is always
emerging.

The Declaration of Independence, the ratification and signing
of which we celebrate on July 4, boldly proclaims, “We hold
these truths to be self-evident, that all men [sic] are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.” Yet, the majority of those who signed
the document, including its primary author, Thomas Jefferson,
owned slaves. The words they used extended beyond
themselves and their own circumstance.

The words are powerful and compelling, and I still get goose-
bumps when I read them. They present a vision that may not
yet in any time or place be completely realized, including the

https://www.accdoc.org/calendar


moment they were penned. Martin Luther King, Jr. referred to
them as a promissory note, and said, “…we refuse to believe
that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that
there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of
this nation. And so we’ve come to cash this check, a check that
will give us upon demand the riches of freedom and security of
justice.” (King, “I Have a Dream” speech, August 28, 1963)

Our history, and even our present, as a nation is bloody and
bruised with the struggle for the freedom and equality
articulated in that initial vision. At the same time, it is also
filled with great people who stood for equality and who were
willing to do what was right even if it was not popular; people
who were and are captured and compelled by that vision of
equality and freedom!

Let’s celebrate that vision! More importantly, though, let’s
allow that vision to capture and compel us so that we will work
tirelessly for the freedom and equality of others.

Shalom,
Pastor Owen

Pastor Alison's Youth News
DIY Youth Mission

Experience:
When We Serve

Our Communities,
We Change the

World!

This summer has given our youth a unique opportunity to be able
to serve the surrounding community with their gifts and talents,
and from July 6 - 10 our youth, alongside other Disciples youth in
the Des Moines area, will be participating in a DIY (Do It
Yourself) Mission Experience! During this DIY experience, the
youth will learn about agencies within our area and will be doing
projects to help the populations that each of these agencies serves.

Each day our youth will do a devotional to help center them
around the theme for the day, will learn from an agency in our Des
Moines community, and will do a project that benefits or aids the
agency or theme of the day. In the evening, our youth will have
some opportunities to gather safely and physically distant from
one another in fellowship through food and worship, and some
online opportunities as well.



Our themes for the week range from homelessness and poverty to
refugee work, from health and hospice work, to racism and the
ways our systems work against people who are on the margins of
our society. There will be ways to be connected to this week as it
occurs so keep your eye on your email and the Facebook page for
more information.

It’s going to be a fantastic week of learning and doing in
collaboration with other Disciples churches in the metro! We can’t
wait to share with you about our experience as we serve our
community and change the world!

WANTED: Outdoor Projects for Our Youth
on Friday, July 10th!

Do you have some yardwork that needs to be done? Maybe
weeding, landscaping, or mulching? Perhaps you have something
that needs to be painted or scraped or polished! On the morning of
Friday, July 10th our youth are looking for ways to help our
church members with projects they may need some assistance
with as part of our mission experience that week. They will be in
groups of 2-4 and keeping physically distant from one another
while working.
 
If you are interested in this, please click the button below to get
signed up! Pastor Alison will be in contact with you so you know
who to expect at what time.
 
Thanks in advance for signing up! We’re excited to help you! 

Sign Up Here

News From the Missions Committee

about July Special Offering

The Missions committee is excited to encourage our Youth on the “Summer

Mission Experience”.  We are supplying them with $500.00 startup money.  The

July special offering funds will go to support their efforts. 

Alison indicated they will focus on issues of poverty and homelessness,

refugees, health, wellness, and hospice, racism and working within our Ankeny

community.  They will also be doing kits for Church World Service. There will be

other projects that they will be doing throughout the week with various

https://forms.gle/CabXGjn2QQJJg9CW9


agencies in the Des Moines area.   It will be great!!!

Missions Committee

Graduation Announcements

Morgan Leach
Sunday, July 19 

2-5 p.m. 
Leach Home: 1004 NW Mils Ct

Becca Dean
Sunday, August 2

10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
The District Venue: 1350 SW Vintage Pkwy



Michael Hunter
Sunday, August 9,

1-4 p.m.
Vittoria Lodge 7200 NW 2nd Ave

Please RSVP to Annette at 515-290-0139

Murray Williams Funeral Service

We will celebrate the life of Murray Williams on Monday, July 13 at 11

a.m. The service will be at Ankeny Memorial Gardens. There will be

limited seating – 50 people in the main room with a small amount of

overflow. So, if you come, be aware that you may not be able to get a seat.

The service itself will be live streamed on the Ankeny Memorial Services

Facebook Page. There will be a visitation on Sunday, July 12 from 2-4 p.m.

for people to greet the family.

Facebook Link For Murray Williams

Kudos!!

Pastor Owen for continuing to spend extra time
putting together virtual services
Pat Fliger, Judy Johnson, Denny Peterson and Jerry
Van Den Berg for continuing with sanctuary

https://www.facebook.com/Memorial-Services-of-Iowa-1634608780157244/


decorations
Mike and Emily St. Clair for taking photographs to be
used for slides during virtual church services
Cindy Holub, Georgene Raver – playing for praise
team as well as preludes for our online worship
Steve Raver – recording preludes
Bob Brown – Gathering praise team and help recording
for online worship
Laura Dolley, Lori Leach, John Lee, Rob Duffy, Mike
St. Clair, Morgan Leach, and Sue Woods for leading
our online singing
The 19 families who submitted welcome video
messages for services
All who have participated in the virtual services with
music, children’s moments, scripture readings, and
communion meditations
Jim Mann, Curt Narwold, David Rawson and Bryan
Jansen for work done to secure PPP loan
Families that provided meals and groceries to the
Ukpabi family durig their two-week quarantine
Gladys Sawyer for mass production of home made
masks
Sue Woods for organizing and promoting palm parade
around Ankeny
All who participated in the Easter Egg Hunt – both
driving to look for eggs and those who posted eggs on
their homes

Birthdays in July

   2 Kailee Robinson
 6 Linda Clapper
    Lucas Neitzel
 9 Evan St. Clair

14 Tarah Widaman
15 Mattai Cayton
    Sophia Neitzel
17 Erica Channels

19 Chance Schroeder
21 Crystal Ross
     Lisa Vroegh

24 Langley Vroegh



26 Maegan Serrano
30 Jackie Black

31 Melissa Serrano

July Anniversaries

 1 Thomas & Tanya Cox
12 John and Kayla Harris

16 Steve & Georgene Raver
23 Greg & Sarah Wright
28 Chuck & Karen Fausch

The church continues to operate even in these difficult times. If you would like to continueThe church continues to operate even in these difficult times. If you would like to continue

(or begin) to contribute to the work of the church financially, you can mail in a check to(or begin) to contribute to the work of the church financially, you can mail in a check to

2506 SW 3 rd ST, Ankeny, IA 50023. Or, you can give online by clicking the button below.2506 SW 3 rd ST, Ankeny, IA 50023. Or, you can give online by clicking the button below.

There you can set up one-time or recurring donations.There you can set up one-time or recurring donations. 

Online Giving

Pastor Owen Cayton, Senior Minister
Pastor Alison Nicoll, Associate Minister

Melissa Webb, Office Manager

2506 SW 3rd Street, Ankeny, IA 50023 515-964-1083

Visit our website Email

https://accdoc.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/GeneralCollection
http://www.accdoc.org
mailto:ankenyccdoc@gmail.com

