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Ankeny Christian Church 

  (Disciples of Christ) 

2506 SW 3
rd 

Street 

Ankeny IA  50023-2471 

Phone: 515-964-1083 

Web site: www.accdoc.org  

 

Pastor: Owen Cayton 

ocayton@gmail.com 

 

Associate Pastor:  Alison Nicoll 

alisonaccdoc@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager:  Melissa Webb 

ankenyccdoc@gmail.com 

 

Sunday Schedule  

8:30 Sunday School 

9:30 Worship 

10:30 Fellowship 

September 29, 2019 127 

October 6, 2019    117 

October 13, 2019 108 

October 20, 2019 103 

November Worship Series 

November 3 

(All Saints Sunday) 

Who Church? 

1 Peter 4:1-11 

 

November 10, 2019 

Where Church? 

Acts 1:1-12 

November 17, 2019 

When Church? 

Psalm 24 

 

 

November 24, 2019 

How Church? 

2 Corinthians 9:1-15 
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                    GOOD NEWS    
    ● Learning God’s word ● Sharing Christ’s love ● Proclaiming God’s messages                                November 2019 

Again, this year, Ankeny Christian Church (ACC) has agreed to be 

one of the food/beverage vendors for Santa’s North Pole Village 

craft show.  The date of the show this year is Saturday, 

November 2.  We will be at two of the craft sites – Parkview 

Middle School and Northview Middle School.  Parkview will 

concentrate on lunch food items and beverages.  Northview will 

again offer cinnamon rolls and doughnuts for breakfast in 

addition to lunch food items and beverages. 

 Volunteers will be needed at both sites throughout the day from 5:00 a.m. until 

5:00 p.m.  The hours of the craft show are 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., but we need to provide 

coffee for the vendors starting at 6:00 a.m.  The public is allowed in the buildings at 8:00 

a.m. at which time they can obtain food and beverage items.  The day will be divided into 

six two-hour shifts.  The early shift at each site will get the area set up for the day.  The late 

shift will assist in the tear-down and returning of items to the church.  The shifts needing 

the most help will be the ones during the middle of the day when the customers will be 

having lunch.  

 There is a sign-up sheet available, so please sign up for one or more shifts.  This is 

a great opportunity to work alongside other ACC attendees in a different setting as well as 

helping ACC raise funds for mission projects and the general fund.  It’s also an opportunity 

to get the ACC name in front of several thousand shoppers.  How successful we will be will 

depend on your willingness to give of your time and energy to one or both sites.  

Volunteers will receive free admission to all the craft show sites before and/or after your 

work shift. 

 If you have questions pertaining to the Parkview site, please contact Justin 

Breckenridge (515-402-9689) or Lori Reynolds (515-729-3482).  Questions pertaining to the 

Northview site can be directed to Steve Raver (515-964-5262) or (515-491-3142).  We are 

looking forward to a great event.  Thank you. 

http://www.accdoc.org/
mailto:ocayton@gmail.com
mailto:alisonaccdoc@gmail.com
mailto:ankenyccdoc@gmail.com
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From Pastor Owen 

“This is my Father's world: 
I rest me in the thought 

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas-- 
His hand the wonders wrought.” 

 
This was the first “grown-up” hymn I remember learning, perhaps that is why it 

holds a special place in my heart. It could also be that there is such a simple and 
foundational confession to the words of the song: “creation rings with the praise of 
God, because God made it all and it all belongs to God.” Or as the psalmists put it, 
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.” 

That simple confession is the basis for stewardship. For us followers of Jesus, 
stewardship is not just the money we give to the church, but it is a 24/7/365 living out 
of that confession. Stewardship is the faithful use of the resources – all the resources 
God has given us. 

The Center for Faith and Giving – our denominational stewardship organization – 
offers this as a way of thinking about and living out stewardship: 

“Christian stewardship is grateful and responsible use of God’s gifts in the light 
of God’s purpose as revealed in Jesus Christ. Christian stewards, empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, commit themselves to conscious, purposeful decisions. Stewardship is 
lived out in: 

• Living and telling the Good News 
• Sharing God in seeking justice, peace, and the integrity of creation in an 
interdependent universe 
• Wisely employing God-given human resources, abilities, and relationships 
• Sharing the material resources we hold and giving them in service, justice, and 
compassion 
• Providing for future generations 
• Sharing in the life, worship, and responsible stewardship of the Church and of its 
mission 
Both for the individual and for the community, stewardship is a joyful act for the sake 
of God’s world.” 
 

It is my hope that we are always thinking about the ways we live out our faith, 
and more than thinking about them, living them out. Blessings to you as you seek to 
be a good steward, and blessings on Ankeny Christian Church as together we seek to 
be faithful in our ministry. 

Shalom, 
Pastor Owen 
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October’s “Shoe 
Hike” (children using their 

shoes for containers to 
collect money from the 

congregation) resulted in 
$710.21 being 

enthusiastically given.  An 
additional $500 was also 

collected as matching funds 
from the Missions Committee 

for a total of $1210.21 
donated to the Hunger Hike. 

Additional pledges were 
collected by the participants 
in the Hunger Hike later the 

same day.  

Taking a Bite out 

of Hunger 

     Two recent food 

events resulted in 

ACC doing itself 

proud as super donors (notice 

how we always perk up when 

food is mentioned). 

     The September Food Bowl 

resulted in a win for the 

University of Iowa. A total of 

$1680 and 37 food items were 

donated to the DMARC food 

pantry program. 

Congratulations ACC, The Missions Committee 

We have been working to get started on some of our new office procedures in regard 

to emails and newsletters.  The first change you might notice in the upcoming 

weeks will be in the form of emails.  We will be sending emails using a service 

called Constant Contact.  One reason we chose this company is because they partner 

with ICON, which is a system we are currently using to track attendance, 

finances, membership, a directory and more.  As we 

work into the email system, we will begin to format our 

newsletter into an electronic version with the goal of 

being transitioned by the first of the year. 
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Winter Weather Notification Procedures: 

Winter weather is going to arrive (hopefully later than 

sooner) again this year. Whether to have church activities 

or not is the decision made by the pastors and Church 

Council President. We try to make that decision two or 

more hours prior to the church activity. We are working to 

streamline that process.  

Most of us have email. Most of us have a television. All of us have survival instincts! 

In the event of cancellation, we notify the 3 big television stations (channel 5, 8, 13) allowing 

them to post on the “running cancellations.” We believe that most members will be watching 

cancellation developments in the comfort and safety of their home. 

We are working on an email delivery system that allows one “group” contact that can be done 

remotely. This would also be delivered at the same time the decision is made to cancel an 

activity. 

We realize that there are members who need a phone call directly. This is the least desirable 

as it is very manpower intense. This should ONLY be for those that are not accessible through 

the other two means. 

Lastly, if you are NOT comfortable traveling no matter what the weather situation, DON’T! 

That given, please assure we have all your updated information (email, telephone number(s), 

and address) at the church office.    Arnie 

Thank you! 
Thank you, Ankeny Christian Church, for the very kind 

recognition of our ministry with you this past Sunday for 
Minister Appreciation Month. We are both grateful for the 

opportunity, honored, and humbled to serve alongside you 
in ministry. You all are wonderful! 

Pastor Owen and Pastor Alison 
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Church Council: Last met October 20 and had discussion on a number of items.  

 We are exploring outside security cameras for the property. The cameras would be strategically 

placed on the exterior of our facility. The objective of the cameras is to provide another level of security for the 

members and other people using our property. The cameras would be purchased within our already approved 

property budget. 

 We have a water heater that is needing to be replaced. While it will probably already be completed at 

the printing of this newsletter, members need to know that we continuously have building needs that get 

addressed by our fantastic property committee. (very recently replaced a furnace and air conditioning unit as 

well) 

 Church Council is (with the help of a sprint committee) studying our needs for upgrading our sound 

system in our sanctuary. Our present system is outdated and starting to fail in some instances. Our computer 

(runs the projection on the screens) has recently failed. We’ve found some temporary solutions but will need to 

have some more extensive discussion on next steps. 

 Community outreach conversation: We, as a congregation, under realize what accomplishments we 

achieve during any given year. We recently participated in the Hunger Hike (Oct. 13 walk), fill the shoe (also 

Oct. 13 service). Our ladies group provided birthday packages for over 60 recipients (involved collecting all the 

makings for a birthday party). Included were cake, party favors, plates, napkins, surprise toys, gifts, candles. 

These packages were then delivered to IMPACT (Ankeny’s food pantry) for distribution. 

 Our recent food bowl produced a great response from the congregation to help the food pantry. Along 

with that we participated in a training by the DMARC on better understanding critical food needs. 

 TAKE (The Ankeny Klothing Exchange) is a year-round effort promoting the donation of clothing and 

FREE distribution of those items to people in the community. 

 Love lunches. This is pretty self-explanatory but our congregation participates with other churches to 

provide lunches (over 130 people for one of the ACC days) to people in the community who otherwise would 

not get fed during non-school year. 

 Meals from the heartland. ACC provided a great complement of volunteers to fill packaged meals for 

the underfed. 

 Keep in mind that ACC can provide many ways to serve or contribute to the betterment of our 

community. We do this by getting involved not only in our contributions but also in rolling up our sleeves and 

getting involved. These are just a few ways we can be involved.  Please consider all your blessings you receive. 

Consider serving on a committee, attending a bible study, giving a ride to someone who cannot drive or 

whatever. 

 Ankeny Christian Church provides many opportunities to our members. Sign up to do something to 

help with services, Sunday school, childcare, or participating in the choir or tone chimes. You are valued and 

you are needed. 

    Arnie 

From the Council 
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From Pastor Alison 

Sunday School News 

 Our preschoolers and elementary school grades will be going through their rotations for the 

month of November focusing on the story of Abraham and Sarah through a video lesson, games, 

drama, and a craft! What fun ways to explore the story!  

 Our youth Sunday School classes continue to learn in fun and in community with one 

another! 

 The 6-8 graders, in room 5 with Lori Krase-Cayton and Owen Cayton, will continue their way 

through the re:form curriculum asking questions and exploring answers about our faith and 

traditions.  

 The 9-12 graders are in room 1 with Susie Bentley and Jason-Paul Channels. They continue to 

explore the Bible by looking at different translations, why they matter, and how our Bibles are 

important to us.  

 Our adult class continues to be facilitated in the Fellowship Hall with Eleke Upkabi. They 

explore passages within the Bible, talk about how they pertain to the world around us, and discuss 

how these issues impact us as Christians.  

Save the Date: Children’s Christmas Program Rehearsals 

 Our Children’s Christmas Program is coming right up and the members of the Christian 

Education Committee with the help of Karla Rice are hard at work to put on this year’s 

performance!  

 Here is our rehearsal schedule so you can get these 

dates on your calendar: 

Sunday, December 1 - 8:30 - 9:15 a.m. 

Wednesday, December 4 - 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 8 - 8:30 - 9:15 a.m. 

Wednesday, December 11 - 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 15 - 8:30 - 9:15 a.m. 

 Wednesday, December 18 - Performance 

 Soup Supper - 6:00 p.m. 

             Performance - 6:45 p.m. 

We hope your child can make these rehearsals as we celebrate and  

prepare for the coming of Jesus’ Birthday! 
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GAME ON! 

Bring friends and family along and join us for fall 
game night at Ankeny Christian Church on 

November 2nd at 6:00 p.m.  Bring your favorite 
board games for fun, fellowship & friendly 

competition.  Pizza will be provided, so pack your 
favorite soda or other non-alcoholic beverage and 

join the family fun until 9:00 p.m. or so. 

Coming up in November 

Community Ecumenical Service 
 

On Tuesday, November 26 at 7 p.m. Ankeny Christian Church will 
host the Ankeny Ministerial Association Thanksgiving service. There will be a 
joint choir, Rev. Nathan Willard from Ankeny UCC will preach, and in a won-
derful tradition we will enjoy pie afterward with our brothers and sisters from 
other faith communities – Come for the worship, stay for the pie! 
 
 Each participating church has been asked to furnish 5 homemade 

pies. If you can make a pie for this time of fellow-
ship, help with set up, serve and/or cleanup, please 
let Hazel Magner know. 
 
 In Sunday worship over the last few weeks, 
we have heard ways we can invest ourselves in the 
work of the church. As you receive the time and tal-
ent form this year, please consider where your time, 
talents, gifts and resources can be used. Maybe try 
something that you have not done before. It takes 
many people working together to be the church in 
our community, nation and world and everyone is 
needed. Remember; “Church only happens when 
we invest ourselves.” 
         Hazel Magner, Worship committee chair 
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Coming up in November 

ACC Thanksgiving Dinner    
Please join us for our annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
on Sunday, November 24th following worship ser-
vice.   This is a wonderful opportunity to socialize 
and eat with members of our Ankeny Christian 
family.   Please bring your own table service.   If 

you are willing to prepare a boneless turkey, ham 
or other side dish, please put your name on the 

sign-up sheet located in the fellowship hall.    We 
hope you can join us for this day of food, fun and 

fellowship! 

The annual Silent Auction, held in conjunction with the ACC Thanksgiving meal is a great opportunity to purchase 

unique items donated by members of ACC. Proceeds from this event benefit the Missions committee.  November 24, 

2019 is the date for this event.  

Donations may be brought to church and placed in room 5 during the week before the auction or the morning of 

Nov. 23.  Please indicate your donation by completing a bid sheet with your name and suggested price.  Items for all 

ages may include, crafts, gift items, gift baskets with or without a theme, Holiday décor, baked goods or anything 

you think might be popular with adults or children.  Baked goods may also be brought before the Sunday service. 

Volunteers will be available Sat. 10:00-12:00AM to set up and receive donations.  Any help for the set up will be 

appreciated.  Bid sheets will be available for your bids Sunday before and after the service and for a time while the 

meal is being served.  Sheets with winning bids will be distributed during the meal with payment due prior to picking 

up your purchase. 

Items that do not receive bids will be donated to TAKE for the Christmas Room or you are welcome to retrieve 
unsold items that you prefer to keep.  Keep in mind that this is a fundraiser with the benefit of you becoming the 
proud owner of something wonderful.  Contact Pat Fliger 249-2599 with questions.  Thanks in advance for your 
participation.         The Missions Committee 
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The CHAOS Continues in November!  
Our 6th – 12th grade youth group or CHAOS (Christ Honoring and Others Serving) meets from 6:30 - 8:00 

p.m. on Sunday evenings. As per usual, we will be doing many great things within the month of 

November. Here’s what’s on our agenda: 

November 3 – XP/CYF Night: On this night, we will check in and continue our discussions: Chi-Rho 

around Identity, and CYF will begin our Brave Conversations 

November 10 – XP/CYF Night: For this night of XP/CYF, we will do a more in-depth check-in to see 

how everyone is holding up! We will follow these conversations with games and fun.  

November 17 – Interest Groups: The youth will continue to work on their dreaming  

and scheming this night for their projects in the spring!  

November 24 – Community Night: On this night, we will be at the church, playing games, and being 

thankful as we prepare our hearts, minds, and stomachs for Thanksgiving!  

  

It is going to be a fantastic and fun month for our chaotic youth!  

Hope to see you or your youth at one of these great Sundays.  

All Church Family Night:  

Giving Thanks 
 This month our second Wednesday 

All-Church Family Night will be on 

Wednesday, November 13th from 6:15 – 

7:30 p.m. in the Community Life Center. 

 We will begin with a meal together 

we will then spend some time thinking 

about the parts of our life we are thankful 

for and the different ways we can be 

thankful with crafts and activities for 

everyone. One side of the CLC will be open 

for those who prefer a bit more activity! 

  As a reminder – this is for our 

entire church family! All are welcome to 

these second Wednesday events! 

  We hope that you can join us for 

this fun evening as we reflect on our 

gratefulness! 

Mid-Week Mayhem Moves Along in 

November 
The Mayhem will continue in the month of 

November! Here’s our schedule: 

 November 6 – Green Chalice Night 

 November 13 – Second Wednesday: 

Giving Thanks 

 November 20 – Game Night 

 November 27 – No MWM    

(Thanksgiving Break!) 

We are looking forward to another great month 

of Mayhem in the middle of the week! Please 

email me with any questions you may have. 
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November 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1
                    

3——Rtn 
8:30a Sunday School 
9:30a Worship 
5:30p Tone Chimes 
6:30p CHAOS 
 

4 
7-8p Cub Scouts 

5 
1:30 Staff Meeting 

6 
10a Fierce Study 
5:30p Choir 
6:30p Mayhem 
6:40p Book Study 
 

7 
7-8p Cub Scouts 

8
6

10 
8:30a Sunday School 
9:30a Worship 
6:30p CHAOS 
 

11 12 
6:30p Christian 
Education meeting 
@ Panera N. 

13 
10a Fierce Study 
5:30 Choir 
6:15 Second 
Wednesday 
6:40 Book Study 

14 
6:30p Worship 
Planning 

15

17 
8:30a Sunday School 
9:30a Worship 
11p Council meeting 
5:30p Tone Chimes 
6:30p CHAOS 
 

18 
7-8p Cub Scouts 

19 
8:30a Newsletter  
Articles Due 
1:30p Connections 
Team meeting 

20 
10a Fierce Study 
5:30p Choir 
6:30p Mayhem 
 

21 
1-2:30p Ministerial 
Association Mtg 
7-8p Cub Scouts 

22
                         

24——Rtn 
8:30a Sunday School 
9:30a Worship 
11a Fellowship 
dinner and Auction 
6:30p CHAOS 
 

25 26 
8:30a-3:30p Pie drop   
off times 
7p Ecumenical  
Thanksgiving Service 

27 
 

28 
Thanksgiving 

29
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Friday Saturday 

1 
                    Chi Rho— 

2 
Retreat @ CCC——-- 
9a-4p Santa’s North     
Pole Village 
6p Game Night 

8 
6-9p Private Event 

9 
 

15 16 
11a-8p Private Event 

22 
                         CYF—-- 

23 
Retreat @ CCC——-- 

29 
 

30 
11a-8p Private Event 

  4 Jon Haushildt  

16 Jodie Craig 

17 Christina Dean 

18 Amy Channels 

     Amanda Neitzel 

19 Bob Brown 

20 Scott Gessner 

23 Sue Woods 

28 Rebecca Dean 

29 Matthew Hunter 

     Ron Lapham 

     Dorothy Mathis 

30 Bob Turner 

     Corbin Fett 

 

  8  Larry & Judi DeMoss 

12 Justin Breckenridge & 
 Lori Reynolds 

16 Arnie & Colleen  

 Porath 

24 Ben & Doreen  

 Chatman 

The calendar on the website 

is updated and will 

continue to be updated, so 

please feel free to utilize 

that tool for things like 

youth groups, Bible 

studies, retreats and more.  

If you notice something is 

missing, please let Melissa 

know and she will gladly 

get it added. 

www.accdoc.org 

Fall Office Hours: Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday  

9:30a-1:30 p 

(Additional hours available by 

appointment) 

The next newsletter due date 

is Tuesday, November 19th 

by 8:30am.  If you have 

articles done early, I 

always appreciate getting a 

jump start, so don’t hesitate 

to send them in!  

If you forgot to pick up a 

newsletter, have no fear! 

The current and past news-

letters are available to read 

on our website. 

www.accdoc.org 


