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Ankeny Christian Church 

  (Disciples of Christ) 

2506 SW 3
rd 

Street 

Ankeny IA  50023-2471 

Phone: 515-964-1083 

Web site: www.accdoc.org  

 

Pastor: Owen Cayton 

ocayton@gmail.com 

 

Associate Pastor:  Alison Nicoll 

alisonaccdoc@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager:  Melissa Webb 

ankenyccdoc@gmail.com 

 

Sunday Schedule  

8:30 Sunday School 

9:30 Worship 

10:30 Fellowship 

Ankeny Love Lunch 
Statistics 

The Ankeny Love Lunch 
organizers have indicated we 

had a record-setting 

summer.  In 2019, a total of 3,111 meals were 
served during the 35 days lunches were 

provided from our site.  This is over twice 
the number of meals served as compared to 
each of the last three summers and over 

70% more as compared to 2015.  Thank you 
to each person who volunteered to help 

during the six days ACC was in charge of 

the lunches.   
Missions Committee 

Meals From the 
Heartland  
thank you! 

It was truly a team 

effort.  Our ACC team of meal packagers worked 
hard on August 31 to help reach the Labor Day 

weekend goal of packaging 4,000,000 meals.  A big 

'thank you' to each of our 36 team members.   
Missions Committee   

Quilt Ministry Update 
    Five baby/toddler quilts were delivered to the Alpha Women’s 
Center in Ankeny September 23.  Four twin size quilts were 
dropped off at OLIH Catholic Church in Ankeny to be delivered to 
the Refugee Resettlement Program in Des Moines.  Thank you to 
those who donate leftover material from their projects for the 
quilts. 
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                    GOOD NEWS    
    ● Learning God’s word, ● Sharing Christ’s love, ● Proclaiming God’s messages                                October 2019 

Ankeny Christian Church Adult Bible Study is an opportunity for both members and non-
members of the congregation to engage with one another in furthering their faith 

journeys. The objective for our weekly Sunday meetings is to seek insights from the 
bible as we discuss practical applications to our daily lives. We promote an inclusive 

format, where all are welcome to share their perspective, while learning from one 
another in the spirit of self-discovery.  

Our Bible Study is facilitated by Eleke Ukpabi and is driven by  

the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, 
love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from 

being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(2 Peter 1:5-8) 

Sunday Morning Bible Study: 

Some of our monthly exploratory themes are: 

Wisdom, Justice, Willpower, Peace, Hope,  

Faith, Courage, Charity 

Fall Book and Bible Study will begin on Wednesday, 
October 16 from 10-11:30 AM.  We will be studying a 
new publication entitled “Fierce” by Jennifer Cowart.  

This six week study will look at female characters who 
made hard decisions, offered hope, boldly repented and 

shared their faith.  Participant workbooks will be 
purchased for each person. Contact Karen Fausch or 
Pat Sommerfeld if you are interested by September 

15th so books can be ordered.   

http://www.accdoc.org/
mailto:ocayton@gmail.com
mailto:alisonaccdoc@gmail.com
mailto:ankenyccdoc@gmail.com
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From Pastor Owen 

I love pictures. I have them all over my office. One of my favorites is of my 
family (at the time) in front of the Ferris Wheel at Disney’s California Adventure. It is 
a reminder, among other pictures, of a great trip we took as a family. On that trip, we 
dug for dinosaur fossils at an actual archaeological site, we visited Lori’s brother near 
San Francisco, saw some friends and other relatives, visited 4 national parks, and, of 
course, spent a few days with The Mouse at the “Happiest Place on Earth!” 

 
A picture is a snapshot of time. In it, we see something of ourselves: how we 

looked, maybe we recall a feeling, something about where we were when the picture 
was taken. In comparing that snapshot with other snapshots of time we can see how we 
have changed, other places we have been, things we have done, and recall feelings and 
memories. You might even, by looking at a snapshot of time, identify changes you 
would like to make, places you would like to go in the future, experiences and 
memories you would like to make. 

 
It is always fun to flip through photo albums, or scan through pictures on my 

computer, or even see images pop-up on Facebook as memories. I don’t think it would 
take much to make the looking through of images a spiritual practice! 

 
As I look around my office, though, I notice that I need to print up some new 

pictures as I have no pictures of Elian *gasp!* on the walls, shelves or desk. That is 
one very obvious way that our family has changed since all of the pictures in my office 
went up! But there are other changes as well. That is to say, snapshots always need 
updating. (Another spiritual practice?) 

 
As a congregation we will be updating our snapshot! This fall we are going to 

participate in the CAT – Church Assessment Tool. Arnie says more about this in his 
article in this newsletter. I am eager to see the image of ourselves as a congregation this 
tool and it’s interpretation will provide: not only for us to see how far we’ve come, 
how we’ve changed, and memories and feelings we hold together, but also what we 
might look to do in the future! 

 
I hope that everyone will take the opportunity to participate in this snapshot of 

our congregation as we are given a chance. It will help to have as much participation as 
we can to get an accurate picture of who we are and where, together with God, we 
might go! 

 Shalom, 
 Owen 
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Ankeny Christian Church, positive people doing God’s work:  
Learning God’s word, Sharing Christ’s love, Proclaiming God’s message. 
  
In May of 2007, the long-range planning committee (LRPC)(consisting of Deanna Clingan-Fischer, Rob 
Duffy, Pat Faulkner, Pat Fliger, Bryan Jansen, Mike St. Clair, Rev. John Park Winkler, and myself) after 
years of evaluation, recommended to the Ankeny Christian Church council to adopt the above mission 
statement. That mission statement has not changed in the past 12 years (even though it was intended 
to be a 5-year plan). Many implementations have taken place following the LRPC including adopting 
and embracing our mission statement, congregational theme’s, reviewing and updating our by-laws 
and adopting our Revitalize Campaign (capital campaign consisting of multiple building and facility 
updates). 
  
In April of 2019 Church Council determined that it is prudent to proceed with a new assessment of 
our congregation. The assessment will be implemented with the assistance of Holy Cow consulting, 
which is affiliated with the Des Moines Pastoral Counseling staff in Urbandale, Iowa. 
  
The CAT (Congregation Assessment Tool) is a customizable instrument that will help us best 
determine our church’s next steps. Some of the modules are related to measuring the level of 
satisfaction and energy in the congregation, identifying critical success factors for improving 
organizational climate, gauging readiness for change, and uncovering potential resources we may be 
missing. Strategic planning, missions, stewardship appeal, building fund campaign, communications, 
and worship modules are also included.  
  
The CAT will be available on-line for those with computer access as well as in paper form. Members 
will fill out the CAT and the results will be evaluated by Holy Cow. Results will then be presented to 
the congregation by Des Moines Pastoral Counseling staff. 
  
There will be more information upcoming as we proceed with the CAT process.                              
 
Arnie 

From the Church Council 

August 25, 2019 117 

September 1, 2019     89 

September 8, 2019 124 

September 15, 2019 131 

September 22, 2019 121 
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Save the Date: Sunday, November 24th after church!!! 
Start planning your involvement in the Silent Auction.  Held the day of the ACC Thanksgiving 
meal, the auction will provide an opportunity for early Christmas shopping or remind you that 
there is something available that is just what you always wanted.  Handmade or purchased gift 
items, baked goods, gift baskets or some item that you believe will bring joy to another will be 
available for bidding. Please contact Pat Fliger if you have questions.  Proceeds of this event are 
utilized by the Missions Committee to further ACC’s pledge of God’s People doing His work. 

Updated directories 

will be available for 

pick up in the 

Fellowship Hall on 

October 6th.  Starting 

in January 2020, there 

will be a new look to 

the directory.  As we work to combine 

efforts in programs we use within the office, 

we will start taking advantage of an 

automatically generated directory through 

IconCMO.  Icon is a program ACC uses to 

track attendance, finances, membership 

and more.  Through this program, we can 

easily print a directory and save several 

steps of transferring information from one 

place to another.  We will be contacting 

church people to ask exactly what 

information you want shared with our 

congregation.  More to come in the 

upcoming months! 

Newsletter Under 

Construction 

We will be working in 

the next few months to 

make a transition from 

paper newsletters to an 

online service.  Similar 

to the directories, we 

are trying to utilize 

programs we can 

extend, rather than 

recreating documents. Going on 

line will enable the church to 

reach a larger community, cut 

down on paper waste and open up 

more ways in which to 

communicate with our church 

people.  There will be an 

opportunity for people to “opt 

out”, however we hope to provide 

only a limited amount of paper 

copies as we work to further 

support the efforts of the Green 

Chalice.  Look for more 

information to come! 
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The nominating committee recently met to begin our job of recommending 

replacements for the outgoing officers and committee chairs.  Please prayerfully consider a 

leadership role. Below is a list of positions that will need to be filled for the 2020 calendar 

year.  If you would like to be considered for any of the positions or if you need more 

information, please contact a nominating committee member. 

Council President-Elect:  3-year position which includes one year as president-
elect, one year as president, and one year as past president.  The president elect 

attends all council and church meetings, fills in for the president when needed, 

and prepares to take on the role of president the next year. 

Check Writer: 3-year position. As the title suggests, there will be some check 
writing involved; also keeping good records, reconciling bank statements, 

preparing tax forms, etc.   

Nominating Committee: 3-year position.  Identify and recommend individuals for 
any elected position.  Meetings generally begin in April and continue through 

October/November or whenever positions are filled. 

Committee Chairs: Up to 3-year positions. Committee chairs will be selected from 
the current committee members. Any current committee members who would 

like to be considered for chair should contact the current chair or one of the 

nominating committee.  If no committee members are able to take the chair 

position, someone will be recruited from the congregation.   

Thank you all 

Nominating Committee: 

     Owen Cayton     ocayton@gmail.com 

     Marjeane Hunter     missmarjeane@aol.com 

     Colleen Porath     ckporath@gmail.com 

     Ben Chatman     bdchatman22@gmail.com 

Scripture  

Series: 

 

October 20, 2019 

Victory Celebration!!! 

Regional Minister or  

Associate Regional 

Minister Preaching  

Scripture TBD 

 

October 27, 2019 

Why Church? 

Acts 4:32-35 

 

 

November 3, 2019 

When Church? 

Psalm 24 

 

November 10, 2019 

Where Church? 

Acts 1:1-12 

 

November 17, 2019 

Who Church? 

1 Peter 4:1-11 

 

November 24, 2019 

How Church? 

2 Corinthians 9:1-15 
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Sunday School News 
Sunday School continues as usual from 8:30 - 9:15 a.m. for the month of October! 
  
Our preschoolers and elementary school grades (Preschool - 5th grade) will be 
working with the story of Adam and Eve by playing games, and learning in other fun 
ways through through October 27th.  
  
Our youth Sunday School classes continue to learn in fun and in community with one 
another! 
 
The 6-8 graders are in room 5 with Lori Krase-Cayton and Adam Olson. They are 
focusing on a curriculum called “re:form”. They will continue to ask a new question 
about their faith each week, and are currently talking about Jesus. They will be 
exploring answers through games, discussion, and the Bible.  
 
The 9-12 graders are in room 1 with Susie Bentley and Jason-Paul Channels. They are 
currently digging deeper into the Bible and what it means to us and why it matters.  
   
Our adult class will continue to meet in the Fellowship Hall, and is facilitated by Eleke 
Ukpabi. 
  
Questions? Email me at alisonaccdoc@gmail.com or call me at church. 
 

 
All Church Family Night 

This month our second Wednesday All-Church Family Night will be on Wednesday, 
October 9th from 6:15 – 7:30 p.m. in the Family Life Center. 
We will begin with a meal together and then have some fun with fall themed activities 
and crafts. One side of the FLC will be open for those who prefer a bit more activity! 
 As a reminder – this is for our entire church family! ALL are welcome to these 
second Wednesday events! 
 We hope that you can join us for this fun evening! 

From Pastor Alison 
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GAME ON! 

Bring friends and family along and join us for fall game night at 
Ankeny Christian Church on November 2nd at 6:00 p.m.  Bring 

your favorite board games for fun, fellowship & friendly 
competition.  Pizza will be provided, so pack your favorite soda 

or other non-alcoholic beverage and join the family fun  
until 9:00 p.m. or so. 

Again, this year, Ankeny Christian Church (ACC) has agreed to be one of the 

food/beverage vendors for Santa’s North Pole Village craft show.  The date of 

the show this year is Saturday, November 2.  We will be at two of the craft 

sites – Parkview Middle School and Northview Middle School.  Parkview will 

concentrate on lunch food items and beverages.  Northview will again offer 

cinnamon rolls and doughnuts for breakfast in addition to lunch food items and beverages. 

Volunteers will be needed at both sites throughout the day from 5:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  The 

hours of the craft show are 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., but we need to provide coffee for the 

vendors starting at 6:00 a.m.  The public is allowed in the buildings at 8:00 a.m. at which time 

they can obtain food and beverage items.  The day will be divided into six two-hour shifts.  The 

early shift at each site will get the area set up for the day.  The late shift will assist in the tear-

down and returning of items to the church.  The shifts needing the most help will be the ones 

during the middle of the day when the customers will be having lunch.  

 On Sunday, September 29, a sign-up sheet will be posted at church.  Please sign up for 

one or more shifts.  This is a great opportunity to work alongside other ACC attendees in a 

different setting as well as helping ACC raise funds for mission projects and the general fund.  

It’s also an opportunity to get the ACC name in front of several thousand shoppers.  How suc-

cessful we will be will depend on your willingness to give of your time and energy to one or 

both sites.  Volunteers will receive free admission to all the craft show sites before and/or 

after your work shift. 

 If you have questions pertaining to the Parkview site, please contact Justin Brecken-

ridge (515-402-9689) or Lori Reynolds (515-729-3482).  Questions pertaining to the Northview 

site can be directed to Steve Raver (515-964-5262) or (515-491-3142).  We are looking forward 

to a great event.  Thank you. 

  

November Events 
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Trunk or Treat Promises a Sweet Time 
Join us in the church parking lot for our annual Trunk or Treat celebration 
on October 27th from 3:00-5:00 p.m.  Plan to decorate your trunk & bring 

goodies for the little ones.  Prize awarded for the best decorated trunk. 
Kids can dress in costume and trick or treat from trunk to trunk in the 
safety of the parking lot.  This event is scheduled for two hours and trick 
or treaters may come and go as they please.  If you plan to decorate your 

trunk & hand out treats, please plan to stay the whole time. 

Get ready for the Shoe Collection 
ACC once again will be participating in the annual 

Hunger Hike (and hopefully will again be one of 
the top participants in the fundraising category).   

During children’s time of the October 13th   service, the famous “Shoe 
Collection” will occur.   There are only two rules: ONE, everyone 

bring change, currency and/or checkbooks: TWO give the money to 
a child roaming the sanctuary carrying a shoe to hold the money.   

 The income generated from this loud, laughing, cheering moment accompanied by 
the joy of adults begging children to take their money will be matched by the Missions 

committee (the first $500) to be included with the total pledged for those who will 
participate in the annual Hunger Hike in the DMARC area.  P.S. have your camera 

handy, someone’s child is going to create a special moment for your enjoyment. 
That there is a continuing need for food among many of the local residents is a fact 
and the need has been increasing during the resent years.  ACC will not be able to 

cure this situation, but will quite likely have the best time trying.  Thank you for your 
continual support of this event.           

Missions Committee  
 

October Events 

We Won!! We Won!! 
Congratulations, Ankeny Christian Church! We won the General Assembly registration 

contest by having the most per capita registrations for the Assembly from our church (I think 
we actually had the most overall registrations as well, but wasn’t told if that was the case or 
not). So, now it is time to reap the just fruits of our victory. On October 20th we will have one 
of our Regional Ministers preach and, get this, a fully catered fellowship dinner provided by 
our wonderful Conference Center staff! Yes, they will take care of it all, all we have to do is 
show up and eat (well, and worship too!) So mark your calendars for October 20! Lunch is 
taken care of. 
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CHAOS Ensues in October! 
Our 6th – 12th grade youth group or CHAOS (Christ Honoring and Others Serving) will be 
doing many great things within the month of October. Here’s what’s on our agenda: 
  

 October 6 – XP/CYF Night: On this night, we will check in and continue our 
discussions: Chi-Rho around Identity, and CYF will begin our Brave Conversations 
 October 13 – Hunger Hike: We will meet at the World Food Prize building 
around 1:00 p.m. and walk a 5k to combat hunger in our community. The youth 
will be asking for church members to sponsor their walk, so keep your eyes out 
and your ears open for an ask! 
 October 20 – XP/CYF Night: We will check-in, and continue our conversa-
tions! 
 October 27 – Interest Groups: The youth will continue to work on their 
dreaming and scheming this night for their projects in the spring!  
   
 It is going to be a fantastic and fun month for our chaotic youth!  
 
 

Mid-Week Mayhem 
The Mayhem will continue in the month of October! Here’s our schedule: 
  

 October 2 – Photo Scavenger Hunt 
 October 9 – Second Wednesday: Fall Fun Night 
 October 16 – Adam and Eve 
 October 23 – Different Ways to Serve at Church 
 October 30 - No MWM (Trick or Treat Night!) 
 

We are looking forward to another great month of Mayhem in the middle of the week! 
Please email me with any questions you may have. 
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October 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

 
 

 
 

1 
1:30p Staff meeting 

2 
5:30p Choir 
6:30p Mayhem 
6:40p Book Study 

3 
6:30p Worship 
Planning Meeting 
6:30p CAT Sprint 
Comm. Mtg 
7-8p Cub Scouts 
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6) New Directories 
         available 
8:30a Sunday School 
9:30a Worship 
5:30p Tone Chimes 
6:30p CHAOS 

7 
7-8p Cub Scouts 

8 
6:30p Christian 
Education meeting 

9 
5:30p Choir 
6:30p Second 
            Wednesday 
6:40p Book Study 
 

10 
 

11
Global Ministries

13—-Return 
8:30a Sunday School 
9:30a Worship 
1p Hunger Hike 
5:30p Tone Chimes 
 

14 15 
1:30p Connections 
Team meeting 

16 
10a Fierce Study 
5:30 Choir 
6:30 Mayhem 
6:40 Book Study 

17 
1p Ankeny 
Ministerial Assoc. 
7-8p Cub Scouts 

18

20 
8:30a Sunday School 
9:30a Worship 
11a CCC Luncheon 
12p Council meeting 
5:30p Tone Chimes 
6:30p CHAOS 

21 
7-8p Cub Scouts 

22 
8:30a Newsletter  
Articles Due 

23 
10a Fierce Study 
5:30p Choir 
6:30p Mayhem 
6:40p Book Study 

24 25

27/ Newsletters  
8:30 Sunday School 
9:30 Worship 
5:30 Tone Chimes 
6:30 CHAOS 
 

28 29 30 
10a Fierce Study 
5:30p Choir 

31  
 

7 

Friday Saturday 

4 
 

5 
 

11 
Global Ministries—- 

12 
—-Youth Retreat—- 

18 19 

25 26 

 
 

 
 

  1 Karla Rice 

  3 Mike St. Clair 

  5 Justin Breckenridge 

     Jason-Paul Channels 

  6 Clay Dean   

  10 Chloe Schroeder 

12 Lisa Duffy 

     Linda Lamont 

15 Carter Hauschildt 

16 Caleb Porath 

     Colleen Porath 

     Casey Shelton 

17 Larry Squier 

18 Christine Stoffa  

21 John Lee 

24 Patty Dorman 

     Pat Fliger 

     Nancy Squier 

26 Judy Krase 

27 Sara Hanley 

28 Kathy Sample 

 

  2 Ron & Marlys Lapham 

     Bob Brown & Kyle White 

11 John & Patrice Sayre 

15 Clint & Deanna Fischer 

     Dennis & Christine Stoffa 

20 Felix & Julie Garcia 

     Justin & Jennifer Schroeder 

26 Randy & Joanie Wehofer 

28 John & Jodie Craig 

The calendar on the website is 

updated and will continue to be 

updated, so please feel free to 

utilize that tool for things like 

youth groups, Bible studies, 

retreats and more.  If you notice 

something is missing, please let 

Melissa know and she will 

gladly get it added. 

www.accdoc.org 

Fall Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday  

9:30a-1:30 p 

(Additional hours available by appointment) 

  The next newsletter due date is Tuesday, October 22nd by 8:30am.  If you have 

articles done early, I always appreciate getting a jump start, so don’t hesitate to send them in!  


