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“I want to be where the people are. I wanna see, wanna

see ‘em dancing.”

– Ariel, The Little Mermaid

“The Church is not a building, the church is not a steeple,

the church is not a resting place, the church is a people!”

- “We are the Church”, Avery and Marsh

But Moses said to him, "Are you jealous for my sake?

Would that all the LORD's people were prophets, and

that the LORD would put his spirit on them!"

-Numbers 11:29



May 31, 2020 – Pentecost Sunday
Numbers 11:24-30

Message to the Masses

June 7, 2020
Matthew 9:35-10:1

I Wanna Be Where the People Are...
(Little Mermaid Theology)

June 14, 2020
Romans 6:1-11

Virtual is Not the Opposite of Real

June 21, 2020
Matthew 10:40-42

All About Accessibility

June 28, 2020
Romans 7:15-25

Searching for Answers

Facebook Link YouTube Link

Worship services will continue to be live streamed

https://www.facebook.com/ankenychristianchurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSu9ZI9fVS7wTTAkvFnBqIQ


only on Sunday morning at 10 a.m. at this time. You
can either use the Facebook Link or the YouTube Link
to see the live feed, or even worship a little later if you
need to. Use the buttons above to choose which link
fits your needs best.  

June 2020 Calendar Link

Google Calendar

Pastor Owen's Note
“So, God created humankind in the divine image, in the image of God, God

created them, male and female, God created them.”
Genesis 1:27

I have had a newsletter article spinning around in my head the past few days, but
have struggled to get anything down on paper, because there don’t seem to be any
right words to say. Events of the past few weeks, well years really, leave me
struggling to articulate well my thoughts and feelings…and the fact that
everything seems to be immediately politicized down partisan lines doesn’t help.
We are, each of us, ready to label people by what they say, and we are ready with
our partisan responses and talking points to shout down anyone who says
something with which we disagree. It makes it hard to have a conversation that
might address the issues we are facing in our nation and the world today, from
COVID-19 to racism.

I have been utterly dismayed over the past couple months at the killings of Ahmad
Arbery and George Floyd, the latest in a long line of killings whose circumstances
reveal the racism that permeates our culture. However, it is an opinion article in
the Independent that has helped me to sort through my own struggle: “It Looks
Like Amy Cooper is a Liberal. That’s Important” (You can find the article here:
https://tinyurl.com/y843hwp7)

When events like these happen, we immediately begin to distance ourselves from
the people involved, particularly othering the people who would perpetrate such
blatant acts of racism. We distance ourselves geographically: by suggesting that
racism is a southern thing. We distance ourselves by blaming the ‘bad apples’:
they are just a few individuals, everyone else in __________ is okay. We distance
ourselves by making it about the police. We distance ourselves by making it about
a political party affiliation. We distance ourselves by relegating racism to the past.

The reality, however, is that THEY are US. While race is not a real, scientific,
physiological state, it is a very real social construct that shapes and molds us and
the systems in which we operate. It colors the way we see the world and the way
we categorize people. And while, I would like to think that all of us reading this
article are on the same page that racism is wrong, even if we might disagree about
the extent to which it shapes our world in this moment, I also know how pervasive
it is.

https://www.accdoc.org/calendar


Maybe that is part of the problem; we have done such a good job in naming that
racism is wrong that it has become something shameful. Shame is a powerful
thing in the human mind – it is, in the garden story in the Bible, why Adam and
Eve hide from God…not because they had disobeyed God, but because they were
ashamed at their nakedness (Genesis 3:8-11). It is uncomfortable to talk about
racism, so anytime it is talked about we feel it is over discussed. We refuse to look
at it in ourselves, because if it is within us it surely would make us a bad person…
and I AM NOT A BAD PERSON!!!

The thing is, it is the big, newsworthy events where racism tends to be the most
obvious that are easy to spot, easy to distance ourselves from. However, it is the
subtle racism that makes it so pervasive, so close to us wherever we are. It makes
none of us immune to its influence: liberal or conservative, Democrat or
Republican or Independent or Libertarian or…, northerner or southerner, police
officer, lawmaker, minister, good person, or whatever category we want to
identify with.

I have been directly accused of racism twice in my life. And I gotta tell you, it
didn’t feel good. My first response in both cases was to be defensive…to search
my own thoughts and history and scoff at the accusation. I even sought out friends
to confirm for me that the accusations were absurd. Yet, as I said, I am aware of
how pervasive racism is and how subtle it is and how mixed in with so many other
motivations it is. So, I continue to wrestle with it in myself.

Shame does not have to have the last word though! We can, as the apostle Paul
challenges us to do in approaching the table, examine ourselves. We can also
know that we are not alone in the way racism grips, shapes, and influences us.
While that does not excuse it, it frees us to respond differently, to act intentionally
to be anti-racist. When we recall, in those moments, that nothing can separate us
from God’s love we are empowered to confront racism in ourselves (or anything
else for that matter). When we can confront it in ourselves, we are better able to
overcome its influence and thereby better able to live into the vision of God’s
shalom where ALL have a place at the table.

Shalom,
Pastor Owen

The Ankeny Service Center

The Ankeny Service Center has been named as the recipient of theThe Ankeny Service Center has been named as the recipient of the

donations that will be given during the month of June, 2020. Indonations that will be given during the month of June, 2020. In

addition to the general receipts, the Missions committee will matchaddition to the general receipts, the Missions committee will match

the total up to $500.00.the total up to $500.00.

ASC is located in the Neveln Center and provides assistance toASC is located in the Neveln Center and provides assistance to



Ankeny residents. The present center grew from a collaboration ofAnkeny residents. The present center grew from a collaboration of

community leaders and United Way more than 30 years ago. Thecommunity leaders and United Way more than 30 years ago. The

current ASC was formed in 2010 to assure vital services for residentscurrent ASC was formed in 2010 to assure vital services for residents

would continue. It is governed by a board of directors and staffedwould continue. It is governed by a board of directors and staffed

by a part-time administrative support person and volunteers.by a part-time administrative support person and volunteers.

ASC is self-sustaining through grants and partnering with public andASC is self-sustaining through grants and partnering with public and

private groups and fundraising tax-deductible donations fromprivate groups and fundraising tax-deductible donations from

individuals, organizations and corporations. The community is servedindividuals, organizations and corporations. The community is served

by ASC through a wide range of programs and activities.by ASC through a wide range of programs and activities.

During this pandemic, ASC has been forced to relocate out ofDuring this pandemic, ASC has been forced to relocate out of

Neveln and is currently serving those in need from donatedNeveln and is currently serving those in need from donated

temporary space in the Ankeny Presbyterian Church. Hours are 9-12temporary space in the Ankeny Presbyterian Church. Hours are 9-12

AM Tues. and Thursday.AM Tues. and Thursday.

Provided services include gift cards at local businesses to purchaseProvided services include gift cards at local businesses to purchase

food and gas. Donations of personal hygiene items, masks, cannedfood and gas. Donations of personal hygiene items, masks, canned

and dry good food items, bread from local stores and TOILET PAPERand dry good food items, bread from local stores and TOILET PAPER

are also distributed when available. Monetary assistance is givenare also distributed when available. Monetary assistance is given

when there are sufficient funds.when there are sufficient funds.

Needless to say, there is an increased need for the services of ASCNeedless to say, there is an increased need for the services of ASC

this summer. Any funds received will be immediately put to goodthis summer. Any funds received will be immediately put to good

use for those in need and not used for and other operationaluse for those in need and not used for and other operational

purpose. Both Pat Fliger and Jerry Sawyer serve on the ASC Board.purpose. Both Pat Fliger and Jerry Sawyer serve on the ASC Board.

Feel free to contact either for additional information.Feel free to contact either for additional information.



Thank you in advance, Missions CommitteeThank you in advance, Missions Committee

Chuck Fausch, chairChuck Fausch, chair

We've celebrated our seniors in worship, now it's time to
celebrate them with a parade they deserve!

On Sunday, May 31st we will be showing our support and
love for our seniors by doing the following:

From 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. our high school seniors will be in
our ACC parking lot safely physically distant by their cars.
All congregants are invited to drive through the parking lot
and celebrate our seniors by honking, playing loud music,
yelling and cheering, and even decorating signs and waving
them like you would in a parade. You could even decorate
your car if you wanted to!
Think of this event like the birthday parades that have gone
by people's houses you may have seen online (or maybe
have been a part of)!

Side note: This is NOT meant to replace our seniors' grad
parties they are hoping to hold later in the summer - it's
just an opportunity for us to share the love as spring winds
down and summer begins!

We hope you can join us on Sunday, May 31st as we
celebrate and share our love and support of our fantastic
seniors!



Some of our amazing Christian Conference Center volunteers and
Staff are developing ways to bring some church camp fun to your
door this summer. Camp Crates are now available for
preorder. Each crate will contain devotional and Bible study
materials for that age group, as well as an arts and craft project
and service project ideas. We will also include a surprise to have
some fun at home with a favorite camp game or two.

ANKENY Christian Church would like to provide each camper with
a kit. We will place a bulk order with the camp and have them
available for pick up at the church in July. This is at NO COST to
our families. Click below to let us know which crates you will need
for your family. Note that most crates are recommended for one
per camper. Family camp is one per family. And Grand Camp is
one per child/grandparent. 

Please click on the link below to reserve yours by June 15!!!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A48AAA82BA13-
ccccamp

PLEASE NOTE: If you already registered for camp and chose to
donate your 2020 registration fee to the CCC, you will receive a
Camp Crate automatically shipped to your home for each
registered camper. You do not need to reserve one here.

In addition to the crates, you can help support the camp in other
ways.
 
1. The camp is selling camp shirts! You can order those here: 
https://www.newtonccc.org/shop

2. You can donate through the Ankeny Christian Church special
offering, by designating your special offering to the Christian
Conference Center. 

Birthdays in June

  2 Rob Duffy

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A48AAA82BA13-ccccamp
https://www.newtonccc.org/shop


    Elena Serrano
 5 Larry DeMoss

 6 Layla Hart
 7 Chris Hart

12 Steve Raver
13 Zoe Helmke

16 Samantha Dean
    David Rice

18 Morganne Murphy
19 Will Bates

20 Shanon Buckroyd
22 Joey Olson

24 Owen Cayton
27 Carter Bentley
    Harrison Ukpabi
28 Andy Bentley

29 Jim Mann
30 Evan Sigler 

June Anniversaries

 2 Dennis & Gerri Peterson
 3 Rob & Lisa Duffy

 9 Norm & Fran Honderd
20 Clay & Jade Dean

23 Matt & Emily Porath
26 Bryan & Sue Jansen
    Tom & Jodi Murphy

27 Jennifer Koehler & John Schneberger
29 Mike & Mary St. Clair

The church continues to operate even in these difficult times. If you

would like to continue (or begin) to contribute to the work of the church

financially, you can mail in a check to 2506 SW 3 rd ST, Ankeny, IA

50023. Or, you can give online by clicking the button below. There you

can set up one-time or recurring donations. 



Online Giving

Pastor Owen Cayton, Senior Minister
Pastor Alison Nicoll, Associate Minister

Melissa Webb, Office Manager

2506 SW 3rd Street, Ankeny, IA 50023 515-964-1083

Visit our website Email

https://accdoc.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/GeneralCollection
http://www.accdoc.org
mailto:ankenyccdoc@gmail.com

